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 School theme 
The ACE Center @HS theme for the 

2018-2019 school year will again be: 

“Where theory meets practice.” 

The theme was chosen by teacher vote. 

                      *  *  * 
GRASP representative -  Mrs. Kitch-

en will be our GRASP representative 

this year. She is available to answer 

questions about financial aid for college, 

and to help students fill out their FAFSA 

online. She will be at the ACE Center 

on Monday afternoons. Sign up in the 

ACE Center office. 

       

  New ACE Center teachers 

 First week of  school, Sept. 2018 

The ACE Center at Highland Springs 

has four new teachers, and one return-

ing teacher for the 2018-2019 school 

year.  

See New teachers, page 2. 

Barbara Paul 
Natalie Mesco JoAnn Ghianni 

Willie Cline 
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    The ACE Center at Highland 

Springs welcomes several new teach-

ers for the 2018-2019 school year. For 

the first time, the school will have a 

full-time math and a full-time English 

teacher.  
    Mrs. JoAnn Ghianni will be assisting 
classes with math. She most recently 

taught in King George County, and 

before that in Caroline County. Mrs. 

Ghianni has a background in CTE. 

Before coming to Virginia, Mrs. Ghian-

ni taught in Las Vegas, Nevada. She has 

a Master’s degree in STEAM and a 

Master’s in  Education. She has also 

worked as a paralegal and has a B.A. in 

Legal Studies. 
    Ms. Barbara Paul worked with our 

students last year, when she was 

teaching English at Highland Springs 

H.S. She grew up in Richmond and 

graduated from West Liberty Universi-

ty in West Virginia with a major in 

Secondary English Education. She 

taught English 10 and 11 at Highland 

Springs, and has taught in China, South 

Korea and Japan. 
     Natalie Mesco is the new Practical 

Nursing and Nurse Aide instructor. 

She replaces Jennifer McCrickard who 

is now a CTE Educational Specialist  

for Health and Medical Services. Mrs. 

Mesco previously worked as an ER 

nurse at Bon Secours Memorial Re-

gional Medical Center in Hanover 

County. Before that, she worked for 

Bon Secours as a home health aide. 

She has held other positions in the 

nursing field, as well.  

BEFORE... 

Ready to launch pumpkins! 

(story, page 1.) 

Improved cell phone reception 

- Chip Coker, Carpentry instructor and 

also safety committee chairperson  reports 

that cell phone reception in the ACE Cen-

ter at Highland Springs has been improved. 

He says those with Verizon should see 
quite a difference. T-Mobile subscribers 

should also see an improvement because 

they “piggy back” off Verizon’s signal. Cell 

phone service has been practically non-

existent  at the ACE Center until now, and 

this was a safety issue, particularly as desk 

phones don’t work when the power is out.  

                          *  *  * 
DEAR menu - This year’s Drop Eve-

rything And Read (DEAR) program at the 

ACE Center at Highland Springs will have a 

new feature: a menu designed to allow for 

student comments on the selected  read-

ing.. 

     On September 5th (the  

second day of school), a lock-

down was called for Highland 

Springs H.S. and the ACE Cen-

ter because of a plane crash. 

The single-engine Cessna 180 

was en route to RIR, when it 

lost power and crash-landed on 

the HSHS baseball field. The 

plane hit power lines and 

knocked out power at HSHS, 

the ACE Center, and the sur-

rounding area. More than 5,700  

Dominion Energy customers 

lost power.  
     The only person aboard was 

Small Plane crashes at HSHS field 

 New teachers join the ACE Center 

Mr. Person 

                  

 Language tip: 

Respectable and respectful are 

often used interchangeably, but there 

are differences in meaning. Respect-

able usually refers to your social sta-

tus and behavior, whereas, respectful 

refers to the way you treat others, 

often those who are older, or those 

in positions of authority. 

HCPS schools were closed on Friday, Sept 14th, in 

anticipation of rain and flooding from Hurricane Flor-

ence. Florence mostly missed the Richmond area, but 

devastated parts of North and South Carolina. 

The 55-year-old male pilot from 

Ontario, Canada. No one on the 

ground was injured. After-school 

activities were cancelled, but 

schools were open the next day. 

Mrs. Mesco recently completed her 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing at 

Liberty University and is a Registered 

Nurse. 
     Mrs. Jennie Por will replace Debra 

Bazemore as an Early Childhood 

Education teacher at the Springer 
Preschool Academy. Mrs. Por 

worked for the pre-K Federal pro-

gram and has taught for the past four 

years at Echo Lake, Adams and 

Ratcliffe Elementary schools. Before 

that she was a Family & Consumer 

Science teacher at Fairfield M.S., and 

has also taught at the high school 

level. Mrs. Por has a Bachelor’s de-

gree in Human Development and 

Early Childhood Education, and a 

Master’s degree in Curriculum and 

Instruction from Virginia Tech. 
     The ACE Center welcomes Willie 

Cline back as an Electricity teacher. 

He joins co-

teacher, Kent 

Harrison. Mr. 

Cline replaces 

Jason Biniasz, who 

left to work with 

the IBEW, teach-

ing adults. Mr. 

Cline taught at 

the ACE Center 

from 2007-2014. He left to teach 

Electricity at the Academy at Virginia 

Randolph (2014-2018). We are glad 
he is back for the 2018-2019 school 

year. Mr. Cline says he is very pleased 

to be back, though he found his ten-

ure at VA Randolph a rewarding one. 

Jennie Por 



 

Oct 1 - SkillsUSA competi-

tion at the State Fair of VA 

Oct 8 -  Student holiday/

Staff PD day 

Nov. 5 - Open House for 

8th Graders, 4:30-7:00, ACE 

Ctr. at HS 

Nov. 6 - Student holiday/

Election day 

Nov. 15 - Workplace Readi-

ness testing 

Nov. 21-23 -  Thanksgiving 

break 
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  Upcoming events 

Greetings! 
 
     Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at the Advanced 

Career Education (ACE) Center at Highland Springs. Our facul-

ty, staff and administration are extremely excited about the 

new school year. I am beginning my sixth year as principal of 

the ACE Center  at Highland Springs, and have spent the past 

15 years in Henrico County Public schools as a teacher, coach 
and school administrator. I am a former student and teacher at 

the ACE Center, and am honored to serve as the principal of 

this wonderful school. 
     The mission of the Advanced Career Education Center at 

Highland Springs is to provide a relevant and rigorous educa-

tional training experience for our students in order to prepare 

them to successfully transition to post-secondary education or 

gainful employment. The ACE Center at Highland Springs offers 

industry-standard certifications and college dual-enrollment 

options in many of our programs that make our students im-

mediately marketable in the industry. 
     Our school theme for the 2017-2018 school year is 

“Where Theory Meets Practice.” We believe that our 

students are learning to be future leaders of society. The faculty 

members at the ACE Center at Highland Springs are experts in 
their respective fields. I am especially excited to announce that 

our faculty now includes a full-time math and a full-time English 

teacher. These teachers will provide additional core content 

expertise to facilitate a rich cross-curricular learning experi-

ence for our students. Our top priority is to provide our stu-

dents with quality instruction and hands-on experience so that 

our students have the background knowledge it takes to be 

successful in the field. 
     Please feel free to contact me or any member of the admin-

istration here at the Advanced Career Education Center at 

Highland Springs. We are here to assist you and create a rele-

vant and unsurpassed educational environment for your child. 

We look forward to working with you and your student as we 

prepare for our 2018-2019 school year. 

     Although Richmond and the surrounding counties largely 

escaped the destruction and flooding hurricane Florence 

brought to North and South Carolina, strong storms in the area 

caused some damage. On September 17th, the storms spawned 

a series of tornadoes, from Chesterfield to the west end of 

Henrico. Chesterfield County had a lot of downed trees and 

damaged buildings. Downtown Richmond was also affected. The 

eastern portion of Henrico mostly got storms. HCPS schools 

held buses and students, and teachers and staff sheltered in 

place. Students were not released until after 6 p.m. The same 

was true of other local school systems. 
     In total there were ten reported tornadoes in the area. 

There was one fatality — a man who was an employee of Old 

Dominion Floor in Chesterfield. He was killed when the ware-

house was struck and reduced to rubble. According to reports 

he was helping other employees escape. All employees were 

accounted for according to Chesterfield Fire and EMS. One 

person was taken to a local hospital with minor injuries. 

From the principal… 
By Dr. William J. Crowder, Jr. 

   Tornadoes in the Richmond area 

Dr. Crowder, Ms. Baskerville 

(l to r) Mr. Biniasz, Mr. Person, Mr. Coker 

  HTA/NTHS info 
 — The ACE Center at HS 

VEX Robotics team had its 

first meeting on Sunday, Sep-

tember 23. Meeting will con-

tinue on every Sunday from 1-

3 p.m., unless otherwise an-

nounced. Any students, teach-

ers or parents interested in 

joining the team should con-

tact Dr. Herr in room 412. 
— The ACE Center TSA 

chapter will be having elec-

tions for chapter officers the 

week of Oct. 1st. 
— National Tech Honor Soci-

ety (NTHS) applications will 

be available to students mid-

October, and are due early to 

mid-November. 

Downtown Richmond, Sept. 17 

(Richmond Times-Dispatch photo) 

New CTE Education Specialist - Jennifer 

McCrickard is the new Education Specialist for Health and 

Medical services.  She replaces Kitty Mauch, 

who retired to South Carolina with her 

husband. Mrs. McCrickard was formerly the 

Practical Nursing and Nurse Aide instructor 

at the ACE Center at Highland Springs. She 

earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 

in nursing from Liberty University. Prior 

to becoming a teacher, Mrs. McCrickard 

served as a hospice liaison, and oncology 

patient navigator and an operating room nurse.  The ACE 

Center looks forward to working with her in her new posi-

tion. 

Mrs. McCrickard 



 

The mission of The ACE Center @Highland Springs is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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Combined ACE Centers Completion —  Took place June 11, 

2018, at the Classic Amphitheater at RIR.  Students from the 

ACE Center at Hermitage and Highland Springs received com-

pletion certificates.  The ACE Center at HS had 264 graduates. 

      The ACE Center @Highland Springs Mission Statement: 


