
  National SkillsUSA winners 

Highland Springs 

Technical Center 

100 Tech Drive   

Highland Springs, 

VA 23075 Technically Speaking 

A newsletter for friends of Highland Springs Technical Center 
                         http://schools.henrico.k12.va.us/k12.va.us/highlandspringstech/ 

Administrative Staff 

 

William J. Crowder,  

Principal 

wjcrowder@henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Debra Bishop,  

Associate Principal 

djbishop@henrico.k12..va.us 

 

Paula Harris, 

School Counselor 

pmharris@henrico.k12..va.us 

 

Office Staff 

 

Angela Cherry 
Principal’s Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

aycherry@henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Christy Flower,  

Front Office Secretary 

cjflower@henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Support Staff 

 

Velma Brown,  

Instructional Aide 

vabrown@henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Jan Budryk, Librarian 

jgbudryk@henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Katie Lithgow 

Instructional Aide 

Krlithgow @henrico.k12.va.us 

 

Vernita Hargrove 

Instructional Aide 

 
Tony Loyall, Instructional 

Aide 

awloyal@henrico.k12.va.us 

    Volume  VII Issue I                                                                         October 2014 

   ECE interviews  
      Early Childhood Educa-

tions students practiced their 

interviewing skills in May with 

representatives from local 

childcare centers. Students 

were interviewed by a panel 

and presented portfolios that 

included resumes and lesson 

plans. Students made good 

industry contacts and hope for 

future employment opportuni-

ties. 

(photos, page 2) 

  A message from the 
principal 

     Greetings! 
     Welcome to the 2014-2015 
school year at Highland 
Springs Technical Center. We 
are excited about working 
with you and your child this 
year. At HSTC, we pride our-
selves on providing a quality 
education for our students 
that offers college prep and 
career readiness. The mission 
of HSTC is to  provide a rigor-
ous and relevant educational 
training experience for our 
students, in order to prepare 
them to successfully transition 
to post-secondary education 
or gainful employment. HSTC 
offers industry-standard certi-
fications, and college dual-
enrollment options that make 
our students immediately 
marketable in the industry. 
     Our school theme this year 
is “Explore the Possibilities.” 
We believe anything is possi-
ble for a student at HSTC, and  
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 Radio Broadcasting students Racquelle Royster and Josh-

ua Bester-Lewis competed  at SkillsUSA nationals in Kansas 

City, MO. The team placed third in the nation (bronze medal) 

in Audio Production. 

Work experience — Hotel & Catering students com-

pleted internships last year at the Hilton Garden Inn and 

the Omni Richmond Hotel. 

   New grading scale for Henrico 

A+ 97-100 4.0 C+ 77-79 2.3 

A 93-96 4.0 C 73-76 2.0 

A- 90-92 3.7 C- 70-72 1.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 D+ 67-69 1.3  

B 83-86 3.0 D 65-66 1.0 

B- 80-82 2.7 F       below 65 0.0 

HCPS is moving to a new grading scale, beginning in the 

2014-2015 school  year. This will correlate with other 

school systems and most college grading scales. 



     Tech Ethics society mem-

bers held their annual spring 

picnic for neighboring senior 

citizens on May 22, in the 

HSTC Carpentry lab. Club 

advisors, Mrs. Perry and Ms. 

Williams were on hand to 

help out. Students served 

more than 150 seniors with a 

choice of hot dogs or ham-
burgers, chips and dessert. 

The young people also made 

up plates and delivered them 

to seniors who had trouble 

with mobility. 

     TES holds picnic 
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Language tip: 

Don’t use quotation 
marks randomly. 

They are for direct 
quotes or for ironic 

emphasis. Exam-
ples: 

“Stop!” he yelled. 
These people are 

j u s t  s o 
“ i m p o r t a n t , ” 

they think they 
can do whatever 

they want. 

 Ms. Lithgow joins staff 

     Katie Lithgow is new to HSTC 

for the 2014-2015 school year. She 

is an instructional assistant, and her 

duties will include transportation 

and time-out supervision. 
     Ms. Lithgow recently moved 

from New Jersey and says she loves 
the Richmond area. Her background 

is in hotel management, and she 

worked  as Director of Sales for a 

Marriott hotel in Somerset, NJ.         

Since moving to Richmond, she has 

worked both as a nanny and a res-

taurant server.  
     Ms. Lithgow replaces John Jones, 

who took a teaching position 

(Biology) at Highland Springs High 

School. (photo, page 3.) 

BEFORE... 

 

2014-2015 school year, and “Explore the 

possibilities.” 

 

 Yours in Education, 

 

  

  

 Dr. William J. Crowder 

 Principal, Highland Springs 

 Technical Center 

 

                         

 
Mrs. Kitchen, GRASP financial aid 

representative, will be at HSTC on 

Monday afternoons, and available to 

students. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the HSTC front office. 

 

          Principal 
                  From Page 1 

we are here to help. As a former stu-

dent and teacher at HSTC, it is with 

great pride and joy that I welcome you 

to what I believe is one of the most 

important educational opportunities 

your child will ever have. The academics, 

combined with the hands-on instruction, 

offer a unique and worthwhile experi-

ence. 
     Please feel free to contact me or any 

member of the administrative team at 

HSTC. We are here to assist you and to 

create a relevant, safe and unsurpassed 

educational environment for your child. 

We look forward to working with you 

and your student, as we prepare for our  

Tech Ethics members serve senior citizens at the 

annual TES Spring Senior Adult Picnic. 

   Early Childhood Education students were interviewed by a panel of childcare professionals and shared portfolios and lesson plans. 



 

Oct. 8-14 - School counsel-

ing classroom visits. 

Oct. 13 - Student holiday/

planning & development  

Oct. 16 - Bob “Chop-chop 

Withrow’s self defense work-

shop, a.m. &  p.m. classes 

Nov. 4 - Student holiday 

Nov. 10-13 - Secondary 

evening parent visitation 

Nov. 26-28 -  Thanksgiving 

holiday 
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 Upcoming events 

     Kent Harrison will be teaching Electricity with co-

teacher Gregg Spicer. Mr. Harrison 

replaces Willie Cline, who took a posi-

tion teaching Electricity at the Academy 

at Virginia Randolph (AVR). 
     Mr. Harrison served in the U.S. 

Navy,  and earned his Journeyman 

license after being discharged. He 

went on to qualify as a Master elec-

trician and obtained a contractor’s 

license. He has  worked at a high -

speed bottling plant and Central 

Washington University. Mr. Harrison most recently 

taught at Rowanty Technical Center, beginning in 2000. 

He has been an adjunct instructor for John Tyler and 

Southside Virginia Community colleges, and has owned 

his own electrical contracting business.  
     Mr. Harrison has worked in  residential, commercial 

and industrial environments, as well as in the education-

al field. HSTC is happy to welcome him for the 2014-

2015 school year.  

 

       *  *  * 

 
     Naketta Bolden will be joining the 

Early Childhood Education staff. She 

replaces Lisa Gasper who left to pursue 

a career in real estate. Ms. Bolden was 

most recently at Elko Middle School, 

where she taught Independent Living 

classes. She has also worked in Chester-

field County, and taught at the high -

school level in North Carolina. 

Ms. Bolden left North Carolina to attend Virginia State Universi-

ty. She is married and has a stepson. 
     Ms. Bolden enjoys teaching  children 

of all ages, but particularly likes working 

with high school students. She is excited 

to be at Highland Springs Tech, and 

when asked her opinion of the work 
said, “I love it!” As for her teaching phi-

losophy, Mrs. Bolden believes “Every 

student can learn.”  
     HSTC welcomes Ms. Bolden to 

Springer Pre-School Academy. 

 

“I took this class because it’s a great opportunity for me to 

learn the basics, and to earn my A+ and Net+ certifications” 

     - Tuan Nguyen, 

   Computer Systems Technology 

 
“I got interested in taking Masonry, because I was in a summer 

building trades program, where we worked on restoring a 

house.” 

    - Holden Hicks 

           Masonry 

 
“I wanted more experience cooking, on a personal level. I didn’t 

know what to cook for myself.” 

    - Nicole Peace 

    Hotel & Catering 

 
“Hair is my everything. I knew from childhood that I wanted this 

as a career. I have really connected with my teachers, and I 

appreciate the way they encourage us and emphasize profes-

sionalism.” 

     - Jerimont Davis 

        Cosmetology 

     Two join HSTC staff 

First  day of school  - Sept. 2, 2014 

Mr. Harrison 

 Ms. Bolden 

Ms. Lithgow 

(story, page 2) 

Why I took a tech course — student quotes: 



 

The mission of Highland Springs Technical Center is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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HSTC Completion —  The completion ceremony took place on June 5, 2014, in the HSHS 

Hudson Gymnasium. Completers of one- and two-year programs participated. Seniors wore their 

home-school gowns, and juniors wore black and white. More than 300 students graduated. The 

HCPS School Board and the Henrico County Board of Supervisors were represented. HSTC schol-

arships were also presented at the ceremony. 

      Highland Springs Technical Center Mission Statement: 


