
  Students are recognized 

    Ms. Harris, School Counse-

lor, and her student ambassa-

dors participated in a number of 

career fairs. Several schools 

came to visit HSTC. They in-

cluded Wilder M.S. in  February, 

Rolfe M.S. in March, and Ward 

E.S. in April. Students had an 

opportunity to check out HSTC 

labs and classrooms. 

     Student ambassadors attend-

ed career fairs at Elko M.S. in 

March and Harvie E.S. in April. 

This involved an early morning 

bus trip to the schools, and the 

setting up of displays at the 

schools. HSTC students shared 

information and demonstrated 

skills learned for those attending 

the career fairs. 

                     * * * 

In December, students from all 

nine high schools visited HSTC 

classes. These students had 

expressed an interest in taking a  

tech center class and are eligible 

to sign up for next year. 
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  SkillsUSA plan-

ning dinner held 
      SkillsUSA advisors held 

their planning dinner on De-

cember 11, at the Highland 

Springs High School cafeteria. 

The dinner is an opportunity 

for CTE teachers to discuss 

SkillsUSA district competition, 

and to meet with core content 

advisors. District Chair Jackie 

Minter opened  the meeting. 

This year’s SkillsUSA district 

competition will be hosted by 

Hanover Trade Center. 

 

Student ambassadors stay busy 

   

Two Computers Systems Technology students were recognized recent-

ly for their humanitarian efforts and their character. Karen Henry  

received the Interfaith Sisterhood Award, and Josh Thiede was the 

recipient of the Martin Luther King Light of Hope Award.  

C a r p e n t r y 

student, Tyler 

Cable, shows 

off  a bench 

made by her 

class. The 

bench was 

given as a 

door prize at 

HSTC’s open 

house in Dec. 

HSTC welcomes new 

Principal’s Secretary 

     On February 10, Angela 

Cherry will be joining the 

HSTC staff as Principal’s Sec-

retary/Bookkeeper.   
     Mrs. Cherry has worked at 

Fairfield Middle School for the 

past 16 years (14 as 

bookkeeper and two as the 

principal’s secretary.)  
     Before moving to Fairfield, 

Mrs. Cherry was employed 

for eight years at Virginia 

Commonwealth University in 

their benefits department. She 

has a strong background in 

the area of finance, as well as  

customer service skills. 
     Filling in until Mrs. Cherry 

arrives, is board substitute, 

Jean Jones. Ms. Jones retired 

from a secretarial position at 

Fair Oaks Elementary, and has 

subbed at the high school 

level since retiring. 
     HSTC teachers and staff 

are very grateful to Mrs. Bish-

op, Assoc. Principal, for her 

help with financial matters in 

the interim. 

Karen Josh 



     Because of all the missed 

instructional time, (HCPS 

schools were closed the 

week of  January 20-24 be-

cause of snow) the Cos-

metology class at HSTC had 

to cancel its second Cut-a-

Thon fundraiser.  

    Teachers Julie Childress 

and Cynthia Williams felt 

students weren’t  prepared 

for the event because of time 

lost from school. 

    Cut-a-thon cancelled 
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Language tip: 

Affect and effect:    

 

The “A” she re-

ceived in English 

class affected her 

GPA positively.  

If you give your 

pet too many 

treats, it will 

have an effect on  

his weight.  

Students do well in 

DECA competition 
     Mrs. Perry had several winners 

among her Hotel & Catering stu-

dents who participated in DECA 

competition in January. 
     Mary-Rachel Rice took first place 

overall in Hotel and Lodging, and 

first place in Customer Relations in 

the Hotel and Lodging category.  
     Michael Miller took first place 

overall in Food Marketing, and first 

place in Marketing in the Food Mar-

keting category. 
     Raekwon Simms won second 

place overall in Business Finance 

Services, and first place in Financial 

Analysis in the Business Finance 

category. 

BEFORE... 

 

Ms. Langford, Pharmacy Technician teacher, organized this 

year’s canned food drive for the Christmas mother. 437 

canned food items were collected, and students and staff 

also contributed toys and clothing. 

Carpentry students in Mr. Coker’s class used  parts from an 

old crib to create a unique senior project — a bench. 

my peers. As I talked to one girl wearing 

combat boots with her favorite frilly blue 

dress, I asked her what message she 

meant to send with her choices. She re-

plied,  “Fashion comes from within. Who 

you are shines through, whether you want 

it to or not. With this outfit, I simply just 

matched up my two favorite things. By 

wearing boots and a dress, I think my 

message says I’m bold and not afraid to be 

different.” 
     Continuing my interviews, I found my 

next “victim” - a teacher. I asked, “Mr. 

Allred, does what your students wear give 

you an idea of the kind of kid they are?” 

(See Spotlight, page 3.) 

Student spotlight - Henrico H.S.   
By Cierra Kizzie, Henrico HS student 

     As I stroll down the hallways of Hen-

rico High, I notice so many styles and 

cultures making their intended state-

ment. Looking to my left, I see a girl with 

a funky haircut that screams rebel, loud 

and proud, accompanied by a pair of 

leather pants and a big vintage sweater, 

suggesting she’s trendy, yet sensible. 

Turning my head, I catch a glimpse of a 

boy wearing a cardigan and a button up 

with a belt.  
     These are just a few of the of the 

thousands of trends set every day. Im-

mediately after meeting someone, we 

form a three-second snap judgment. 

     I decided to get some opinions from 

The Richmond area got two snowstorms in January that 

closed schools to students for more than a week. 



 

Feb. 17 - Student holiday 

Feb. - 18-22 - District 

SkillsUSA competition; closing 

ceremonies (awards), Satur-

day, Feb. 22, at Hanover 

Trade Center. 

Feb. 20 - Hotel & Catering 

students will cater the HEF 

“Go for the Goal”  annual 

luncheon at the New Bridge 

auditorium. Expected attend-

ance: 175 

Feb. 28 - March 2 - DECA 

state competition, VA Beach 

Unexpected holiday 
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 Upcoming events 

 

November 14, 2013 

     Students and teachers had 

Martin Luther King day off (Jan. 

20) for a three-day weekend. 

A winter storm came through 

the area that Tuesday, causing 

HCPS and surrounding school 

systems to close in advance.       

The three-to-five inches of 

snow, combined with the bit-

ter cold, closed schools to 

students for the week. A sec-

ond storm on January 28, 

dumped another few inches on 

the area, closing schools again. 

Mid-term exams were can-

celled because of missed in-

structional time. 

     It’s a freezing morning  - my breath making a thicker fog 

than the exhaust from a pickup truck, as I slowly make my 

way to my fourth period. Winter: It comes once a year. Some 

people love it, some people don't. Winter is tougher for the 

students of Henrico County - specifically the students at Hen-

rico, J.R. Tucker and Varina high schools. All three are 

“campus style” schools - meaning you walk outside between 

buildings, to your classes. Both Henrico and J.R. Tucker were 

built in 1962, which explains why both sites are extremely 

similar. Varina was built in 1963. 
     Henrico is one of the oldest high schools in the county and 

is also known for its diverse student population. I know be-

cause I attend Henrico High, and a student’s life can be hectic. 

Balancing homework with class work and studying can be 

enough, but an added factor is the weather. It can affect your 

entire day and ultimately, your performance in the classroom. 

It’s definitely an added stress. 
     Luckily, right around the most stressful time of the year 

(a.k.a. SOL testing time), things feel more peaceful, as spring 

brings sunshine and warmer weather. Of course, it also brings 

rain. We learn to take the good with the bad. Attending a 

school with an outdoor campus is a dynamic adventure full of 

twists, turns and bundling up for the weather. And we aren’t 

exempt from late night studying and pop quizzes. 

     Whether it is long or short, at the end of the week, the 

one day everyone looks forward to is Friday. To keep your 

Fridays from becoming bland and routine, one thing you can 

do is head to Carytown and play some good old Carytown 

Scavenger Hunt. But what is Carytown Bingo? 
     Imagine it like this: You’ve just finished a harsh day and 

you want to call some friends and hang out. But you don’t 

want any traditional stuff, you want extraordinary and that 

certain “wow” factor. Then one of your friends suggests 

Carytown Scavenger Hunt. The group decides to give it a 

shot, so you all come together to compile a list of things in 

Carytown and set a time limit to find them all. 
     After that, you arrive in Carytown, and immediately the 

fun begins, as you race to find the strangest thing on the list. 

The excitement exhilarates you as you lay eyes on a woman 

wearing all animal print clothing, even down to her earrings! 

You look down the list and there it is: “Animal Print Diva!” 

You smile at your success, and begin to walk briskly down to 

find “Skateboarding Dreads.”  
     The competition intensifies as everyone tries to collect 

the entire list and win the prize. The prize  - it’s all about the 

prize.  
     Never have a dull Friday again with Carytown Scavenger 

Hunt! 

Note  -  Students in Mr. Kaufman’s and Mr. Clarke’s Radio Broadcasting and Journalism classes, recently 

became correspondents for a local newspaper, the Henrico Citizen. Students were asked to submit opin-

ion pieces dealing with a topic of their choice.  The writers are identified by their home schools. The fol-

lowing essays are reprinted from the December 11th issue. Radio Broadcasting students will be contrib-

uting pieces to the Henrico Citizen throughout the school year.  (another student story, page 2.)   

Student spotlight - Henrico H.S. 
By Darius Elllison, Henrico HS student 

12/11/13 

Student spotlight - Godwin H.S. 
By Zack Dalton, Godwin HS student 

12/11/13 

Answering my question, he 

said, “Yes, the sad-but-true 

reality of things is that stereo-

types are everywhere. To say 

fashion is a message sent is an 

understatement. Fashion is 

definitely a method of expres-

sion!” 
     He couldn’t have said it 

any better. In fact, I think I 

know just how to make my 

declaration of individuality 

tomorrow! 

Spotlight (from page 2.)   

 

March 7-9 - State HOSA 

competition, Roanoke, VA 

March 28 - 1/2 day student 

holiday 

April 5-6 -  State SkillsUSA 

competition, Roanoke, VA 



 

The mission of Highland Springs Technical Center is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitate a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to 

a competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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Students practice interview skills —  Pharmacy Technician students and Early Child-

hood Education classes participated in mock interviews in December. Interviewers included CTE, 

central office and ECPI staff. HSTC staff also gave their time. Mock interviews are part of HSTC’s 

employment preparation program, which involves resume writing and job search tips as well. 


