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  Anti-bullying posters      

Day 1 Anti-bullying 1st place, Hospitali-

ty; 2nd place, Carpentry 
Day 2 anti-bullying 1st place, Pharmacy; 

2nd place, Early Childhood Education 

Summer Polytech 

Auto Show - Students from both ACE Centers enjoyed 

the auto show held at the Convention Center on Febru-

ary 14. 

Mrs. Cherry and Mrs. 

Payne 

As is the case with  summer 

school and other HCPS sum-

mer programs,  the Admin-

istration has not made a deci-

sion  regarding  the Summer 

Polytech, four-week summer 

program, beginning  in June. 

Teachers and staff continue to 

receive updates .  

Counseling Corner 

2019-2020 activities: 
1.Mix It UP- activity allowed 

students to meet classmates 

 
2. College, military, career 

awareness (guest speakers 

and announcements) - 

throughout the year. 

 
3.Kindness Poster Contest- 

promote gratitude- top 4 

winners received gift cards.  
The students’ works of art 

were displayed in the library! 

 
4.Anti-bullying contest (4 

class entrees) + 1 individual 

student entry. 

     On March 16, 2020, Henrico County Public Schools officials 

made the decision to close for at least two weeks. Other school 

systems were closing due to the coronavirus as well. As more 

cases were reported, Governor Ralph Northam closed public 

schools for the rest of the year - through mid-June.  
     HCPS teachers and administrators planned on-line lessons for 

students, and posted them in Schoology. They also kept up with 
students via email, texts, and meeting platforms such as Zoom. 

Teachers and staff replaced in-person staff meetings with virtual 

ones. Employees will work from home and continue to be paid 

through the school year, but no word yet on summer programs. 
     Cleaning/custodial staff entered the schools after the official 

closing to sanitize areas and surfaces, but other staff were not 

allowed in.  
     HCPS continue to provide meals for students at drop-off 

points around the county. Many students and families rely on  

school meals and cafeteria workers continue to prepare grab-and

-go breakfasts and lunches.  
     As Virginia reports more cases of  Covid-19, and there are 

more deaths from the virus, schools are working to find a way to 

allow students to graduate or move up to the next level, despite 

missing  SOL testing and other requirements at the end of the 

school year. On-line lessons, at this point, are mainly review and 

enrichment and testing is not allowed.. Teachers have prepared  

“recovery’ material, allowing students to achieve a passing grade 

for the third nine weeks, or to better their grades, if they wish to 

do so.  
     Working from home, and in some cases, home-schooling 

children, combined with state “social distancing” directives has 

tested morale, and forced workers and parents to use their inge-

nuity to cope. 
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NTHS Induction - Members of the ACE Center National 

Technical Honor Society were inducted into the organization 

in a ceremony at the 

Highland Springs High 

School Auditorium on 

February 20th.  
Steve Herr, HTA in-

structor  is the organi-

zation advisor. A re-

ception was held after 

at the HSHS  library. 

The NTHS is the 

equivalent of the NHS 

for Career & Technical 

students. 

BEFORE... 

 

Salon professionals who are mentoring Cosmetology II students at the ACE Center, met with them in the classroom on 

February 26th. Students were given encouragement and career/life advice from women who are successful in their ca-

reers, and want to give back to the community. Students also received goodie bags and shared pizza. 

Congratulations to all of our Kindness Con-

test Contestants!!! 
Winners received gift cards from Ms. Harris, 

School Counselor. 

 

1st place- Sierra Mays- Practical Nursing 

2nd place- SeanAsia Spradley- Electricity II 

3rd place- Tierra Brown- Pharmacy 

4th place- Samantha Traylor- Cosmetology II 

 

Honorable mention: 

Unique Harris- Pharmacy 

Jordan Bagby- Masonry I 

Kristina Sandiford- High Tech II 

Nesiah  Moone - Pharmacy 

Machi Brown- Parker – Auto Tech II 

Tyje Battle –Early Childhood Education  II 

From Ms. Adrienne Lambert, 

ECE teacher 

 
Early Childhood Education students vol-

unteered at H. M. Ratcliffe Elementary 

school for their Family Engagement Math 

and Reading Boot Camp workshop for 

parents. We provided childcare for more 

than 20 elementary students and their 

siblings.  

While having a fantastic evening giving 

back to our community, our students had 

a chance to meet a former ECE student, 

Briana Baugham, class of 2013, who is 

currently teaching fifth grade at Ratcliffe.   

ECE students at Ratcliffe E.S. 

Ms. Angela Cherry received an 

excellent rating on her recent 

audit for our 2018-19 books. She just 

missed the perfect rating due to a 

change in our silent auction process 

that was new, but we are thrilled to 

congratulate her on all the work she 

does behind the scenes to keep our 

books in working order!  

 

        *  *  * 

 

On March 23, Gov. Northam an-

nounced that all schools in Virginia 

would close for the remainder of the 

2019-20 school year to combat the 

spread of the coronavirus.  For more 

info see:  

https://henricoschools.us/covid19/ 

https://henricoschools.us/covid19/


   Mr. Curtis Johnson has been chosen as Teacher of the Year for   

   The ACE Center. Mr. Johnson is also a former CST student, who has  

   worked for HCPS in their IT department. He will go on the represent  

   The ACE Center at the county level. 
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Mr. J.R. Smith, Radio Broadcasting teacher, has been select-

ed as the First-year Teacher of the Year for the ACE Cen-

ter! He has been an outstanding addition to our team this 

year.                          

Valentine’s Day fun - Pharmacy Technician students travelled 

to Henrico Health and Rehabilitation on February 10th to enjoy 

time with the residents. Students provided a number of activities, 

including bingo. They also served snacks and made Valentine’s Day 

cards to present to residents.  

   

* * * 
Language note - For some reason, writers don’t like the 

word might anymore, and have replaced it with may. For 

example: She may have been happy about the situation, if 

she had known all the details. In this case, might would 

make more sense. Similarly, the past tense of shine has be-

come shined, as in The stars shined brightly. The past tense 

of shine used to be shone. Hard to say why the change, but 

language does evolve. Momentarily used to mean “for a 

moment,” now it is used to mean “in a moment,” too. 

From the HCPS website:: 

 

Even though our buildings are closed, HCPS continues to 

explore ways to keep students growing and learning. Distance 

learning options are continuing in digital and nondigital forms, 

and getting a boost from “Henrico Edflix,” a creative way to 

connect students to learning during this unusual time.  

What is Henrico Edflix? Think of our learning plan as a four-

season TV show, where each season has a theme. No, Henri-

co Edflix doesn’t (yet) have video content that people will 

confuse with a streaming service. For now, it’s a fun way to 

organize content that will guide all students through 

“seasons” of learning. It’s available for all grade and learning 

levels: pre-K, elementary, middle and high schools, as well as 

students with exceptional education needs.  

Videos created by HCPS teachers and targeted to various 

performance tasks will be coming soon. 

Season 1 was comprised of the distance-learning packets and 

virtual learning options your student received March 13. Sea-
son 2, launched April 14, is called “Pre-K-12 LifeReady On-

Demand Learning.” 

In May, the plan will move forward to support students who 

are ready to meet graduation requirements, earn standard 

and locally awarded verified credits, and engage in continued 

learning to prepare for the 2020-21 school year. Some of it is 

considered optional for students. Other parts may be re-

quired, depending on their grade level and circumstances. 

Students with disabilities will benefit from accessible virtual 

lessons from their exceptional education teachers. Students 

with disabilities who are moving forward with learning in high 

school credit courses will continue to receive support from 

their special education teachers and case managers. If you 

are a parent of a student with a disability, in need of 

support, and you have not heard from your child’s 

case manager or special education teacher, please 

contact your child’s principal. 



 

The mission of The ACE Center @Highland Springs is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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      The ACE Center @Highland Springs Mission Statement: 

Career Rodeo - ACE Center students demonstrated their skills for members of the community 

and business partners, and provided resumes to potential employers at the first CTE Career Rodeo. 

The event was held at RIR, February 28th, and was well attended. Students were preparing for  possi-

ble participation in the upcoming Signing Day. At this point, the date for that event is still to be deter-

mined. 


