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by-line fashion to put packages 
together. Each family received 
a crock pot, cookbook, can 
opener and spoon. 
     “We always remember these 
struggling families at Christmas 
time,” Powell said, “But the 
hardest time  is February, when 
it snows and some of them 
can’t get to work. Sometimes 
they have to choose from 
among food, rent, heat or med-
ical bills.  Every child deserves a 
home-cooked meal.” 
     Tech Ethics members were 
pleased to be able to  help with 
this very worthwhile program. 
As a service organization, they 
are looking for ways to help in 
the community. It took very 
little time for the students to 
complete packing up the crock-
pots and ingredients, and they 
were soon helping to clean up 
and recycle the packaging. 
     The staff at Sandston Ele-
mentary was impressed by the 
attitude and professionalism 
shown by TES members. 
(photos, page 3) 

    

      April 27 was a relaxing day 

for Mrs. Angela Cherry, finan-

cial secretary, and Ms. Christy 

Flower, front-office secretary. 

To celebrate Administrative 

Professionals Day, they were 

taken out to lunch by Dr. Wil-

liam Crowder,  ACE Center 

principal., and Ms. Jeri Basker-

ville, ACE Center associate 

principal. 
     After lunch, the ladies en-

joyed ice cream, followed by 

mani/pedis. Both say they en-

joyed being fed and pampered. 

 

                   *  *  * 

 
Good student — Mrs. Debra 

Bazemore would like to com-

mend one of her Early Child-

hood Education students. Shav-

or Rozier-Walton is ranked at 

the top of her class at Highland 

Springs High School, and is a 

student worker for the Springer 

Pre-school Academy. This 

means she has extended hours 

and responsibilities.  Mrs. 

Bazemore says she is happy to 

celebrate CTE student achieve-

ment. 

 Name change for 

tech centers 
 As of February 2016, the two HCPS tech-

nical centers will have new names: The 

Advanced Career Education Center at 

Highland Springs, and The Advanced Ca-

reer Education Center at Hermitage, Mac 

Beaton, Director of Career and Technical 

Education says this reflects the new desig-

nation for the schools as specialty centers.      
The name change has been approved by 

the school board, but signs, letterhead , 

clothing, etc. will be used up, before being 

replaced. 

Mrs. McCrickard is district winner 

Jennifer McCrickard, Nursing 

instructor at the ACE Center 

at Highland Springs, has won a 

Teacher of the Year award 

for the Varina district in Hen-

rico County. To qualify, she 

first won Teacher of the Year 

for her school and then went 

on to compete with other teachers in Henrico to 

win for the district. She will be one of five up for 

Teacher of the Year for Henrico County. That 

event is set for May. Mrs. McCrickard joined The 

ACE Center at Highland Springs in 2011. 

Mrs. McCrickard 

     In February, Kim Powell, 

principal of Sandston Elemen-

tary decided she wanted to 

do something for the needy 

families in the area. She want-

ed to provide them with a 

way of preparing a hot meal, 

and the ingredients to pro-

duce it. (Some families live in 

area hotels, and don’t have 

access to kitchens). Ms. Pow-

ell sent out a request  for 

slow cookers to Sandston 

parents and to HCPS employ-

ees. The response was so 

great that she was  able to 

expand the program beyond 

her own elementary school to 

families of students at Do-

nahoe and Fair Oaks elemen-

tary schools.  
     Ms. Powell and her staff 

also needed help sorting and 

bagging food and equipment. 

Mrs. Debby Hallcom, Tech 

Ethics Society advisor, 

thought this sounded like a 

worthwhile project for TES 

members. Students found 

supplies in the Sandston audi-

torium, and worked in assem- 

     TES helps out families in Sandston  
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Language tip: 

There is no such 
word as irregard-

less. (it’s regard-
less) Also,  don’t 

use hopefully like 
this: Hopefully, it 

won’t rain tomor-
row. You could 

say: I hope it 
doesn’t rain. Or 

“Maybe the rain 
will hold off,” she 

said hopefully. 

Summer Polytech  
     The four-week summer program 

will be held this year at the ACE 

Center at Hermitage. (The ACE 

Center at Highland Springs is getting 

a new HVAC system, so classes 

can’t be held there.) Classes will run  

from June 21 – July 14, with no clas-

ses on Fridays or on July 4th. 
     There will be two versions of the 

courses offered. One will allow ris-

ing 9th through rising 12th graders 

to earn 0.5 credits. The other clas-

ses will be offered to rising 6th 

through rising 8th graders as an 

exploratory with no credit earned..  
The two-class program is new this 

summer. Hours for the program are 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

BEFORE... 

 

 CST student selected 
      The ACE Center at Highland Springs 

would like to congratulate Michael 

March from the Computer Systems 

Technology I class, who has qualified to 

attend the first ever Regional Gover-

nor’s School for Career and Technical 

Advancement. Michael and 40 students 

from around the region will participate 

in the governor’s school this summer. 

The program is a residential one, and 

will be housed this summer at the Uni-

versity of Richmond. Participants will live 

and learn at the college for three weeks, 

and will be registered as UR students. 

Michael was accepted after completing a 

lengthy application that required several 

teacher recommendations and writing an 

essay. 

 Kindness week -  During the week of March 22, students and staff at the ACE Center at Highland Springs took 

a stand against bullying by emphasizing kindness. They wrote encouraging thoughts on sticky notes and decorated 

their classroom doorways. Students and teachers also left notes in the ACE Center office. Individuals who had their 

notes selected to be read over the PA, received a “sweet treat.” 

 

 Newest pharmacy techs 
 As of May 1, the following students have passed  

the test to become licensed Pharmacy Technicians: 

 

Nadira Addullin      Angie La 

Jalen Atkins                 Julia McKinnon 

India Bailey                  Hussein Mohammed-Ali  

Timmoni Brown      Dasha Oliver 

Emonee Cherry      Destiny Smith-Quirley 

Briana Dawkins      Tyesha Terry  

Vanessa Delcid       Tilara Wallace 

Gabriella Desmond       Nasya Ward  

KeJala’e Dicks       Khi’zhane White 
Tyanna Dyer                    Mikayla White         

Asia Farmer                 Kaeyla Winn 

Lamaree Heard            Kayla Wright 

Makayla Hislop             Sherrell Wright 

Ymaree Ingram 

Haley Jones 

Helping the homeless - The ACE Center @Highland Springs chapter of Family, Career & 

Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) distributed toiletries and food to the homeless at Monroe 

Park in Richmond, on March 5th. Students gave up a Saturday morning to participate. 



 

May 12 - Cosmetology State 

Board testing 

May 30 - Memorial Day holiday 

May 25, 31 - Nurse Aide certi-

fication testing 

June 7-10 - Senior exam week 

June 13 – ACE Center 

@Highland Springs completion 

ceremony 

June 14-17 - Student exam 

week 
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 Upcoming events 

Contest         First Name           Last Name Place 

 
Career Showcase           Jaila      Stallings 1st                  

(team)             Rachel             Martin 1st             
             Timia       Gray  1st 

   

Esthetics            Tatiana            Hanks 1st 

(team)             Nadia               Peters 1st 

 

Information Tech-         Trey                 Hall  1st 

nology              

                

Extemporaneous Wri-  Salina               Prak 1st   

ting 

  SkillsUSA state winners 

Last coffeehouse - The final day of the coffeehouse 

fundraiser was March 22nd. Mrs. Hallcom has hung up 

her apron. Money raised helped to pay for the TES picnic. 

June 17 - Final half-day for stu-

dents 

June 20 - Begin 10-hour days, 4

-day week (extended contract 

hours during the summer). 

June 21 - Begin Summer Poly-

technic program at The ACE 

Center at Hermitage; begin 

Building Trades program at the 

Academy at VA Randolph. 

Staff changes - After working for the ACE Center at 

Highland Springs for nearly two years, Katy Lithgow, Instruc-

tional Assistant will be transferring to Holman Middle School 

in the west end.  
     Replacing Ms. Lithgow at the Springer Pre-school Acade-

my will be Ms. Kathy Gvozdas. Ms. Gvozdas was most re-

cently at Godwin High School, where she worked with stu-

dents with autism. She has also worked as a tutor, substitute 

teacher and as a track and field coach at the high-school level. 

Ms. Gvozdas has also served as an English instructor/

missionary in Kawasaki, Japan. She has a BA from Catholic 

University in politics, with a minor in French and philosophy. 

Her Master’s degree is in Catholic Theological Tradition.  

  First NTHS induction at HS 
     The first members of the National Technical Honor 

Society at the ACE Center at Highland Springs were in-

ducted on March 24 in the Highland Springs High School 

auditorium.  Twenty-six students were inducted into the 

ACE Center at Highland Springs chapter of the NTHS. To 

qualify, students must have a certain grade point average in 

their technical class, and cannot have any disciplinary viola-

tions.  

TES stu-

dents help 

put together 

bags con-

taining uten-

sils, food 

items and 

c o o k i n g 

instructions 

at Sandston 

Elementary 

school in 

F e b r u a r y . 

They were 

involved in a 

project to 

get crock-

pots  to 

needy fami-

lies in the 

area. (story 

page 1.) 



 

The mission of the ACE Center at Highland Springs is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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Auto show —  Students from the ACE Centers at Hermitage and High-

land Springs attended the auto show held at the Richmond Convention 

Center, downtown. Domestic and foreign vehicles were on display, as well 

as specialty vehicles and motorcycles. 

      The ACE Center at Highland Springs Mission Statement: 


