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   Christmas Mother 

      Again this year, Ms. Lang-

ford, Pharmacy Technician teach-

er, spearheaded the Henrico 

Christmas Mother food drive. 

Students and staff brought in 

canned goods and toys to help 

those in need. 
     Library services asked for 

book donations, and encouraged 

students to “give the gift of read-

ing.”  
     Deadline for donations at 

HSTC was November 30. 

Plaque in honor of former  
HSTC student 

     Carpentry and High  Tech 
Academy students participat-
ed in the Pumpkin Palooza at 
Innsbrook, in October, and 
finished second in “pumpkin 
dunkin’,” launching pumpkins 
275 feet with their school-
built trebouchet. 
     The trebuchet was dubbed 
the “Flying Purple Pumpkin 
Eater,” and was dedicated to 
the memory of Sheridan 
Fuller, a former CST student, 
who died October 20, from 
complications related to leu-
kemia treatments. 

 Early Childhood Education students and members of 

FCCLA, volunteered at a walk to aid research into breast 

cancer. The walk was held on October 18. 

Pumpkin Palooza 

Trebuchet 

built by 

Carpentry 

s t u d e n t s , 

shows what 

it can do at 

the Pump-

kin Palooza 

held at 

Innsbrook. 



     Tech Ethics society mem-

bers held their annual Thanks-

giving dinner  for neighboring 

senior citizens on Nov. 19, in 

the HSHS cafeteria. Club advi-

sors, Mrs. Hallcom, HSTC staff, 

and TES members served  more 

than 60 seniors chicken, mashed 

potatoes, gravy and other tradi-

tional fare. Assorted desserts 
were provided by students. Mac 

Beaton, CTE head, and John 

Montgomery, HCPS School 

Board member, attended.. 

     TES Thanksgiving  
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Language tip: 

Everyday is one 
word, when de-

fining another 
word: The lunch 

meeting was an 
everyday event. 

Otherwise, it is 
two words: You 

should study 
hard every day. 

DECA plans events 
Mrs. Perry’s Hospitality, Tourism 

and Catering students will hold their 

annual holiday breakfast at the Hotel 

Jefferson  in downtown Richmond 

on December 3rd. 

 

                      * * * 
Students will compete January 7th in 

the DECA District  Leadership com-

petition at Virginia Center Com-

mons Mall. 

                      * * * 

 
On December 15, they are planning 

a  “Winter Wonderland,” on at the 

Henrico Recreation Center. They  

will invite intellectually disabled stu-

dents to be their guests. 

BEFORE... 

 

Vex Robotics club to meet 
The Vex Robotics team will begin Sunday 

meetings from 1-4 p.m. until winter break. 

Meetings will resume in January. 

HSTC students testing 
     Students and students worked hard 

in preparation for the Workplace Readi-

ness pre-test., given in November. The 

test is given to program completers 

(usually seniors) and can give students 

another certification for their resumes. 
     Students will take the post-test be-

fore Christmas break.  

 
 HSTC Coffeehouse - To raise 

money for the annual Thanksgiving 

dinner and senior picnic, TES mem-

bers are serving coffee, tea and hot 

chocolate on Thursdays as buses 

arrive. Mrs. Hallcom, club advisor 

plans to sell coffee through March. 

(photos, page 3.) 

Mock interviews —  CST students practice their skills as they are interviewed by IT professionals, central office, 

and CTE staff. Students with top marks were called back to participate in a panel interview. 

  Goodbye to Mrs. Wooldridge 
     Mrs. Connie Wooldridge, High Tech 

Academy teacher, will leave HSTC at the 

end of this school year. She plans to stay 

home with 3-year-old Brixten, her daugh-

ter.  
     Mrs. Wooldridge left the business 

world to teach at HSTC in 2003, when 
she was Connie Saunders. Her husband, 

Walter, is a nurse anesthetist at St. Mary’s 

Hospital. 
      The staff and students will miss Mrs. 

Wooldridge, but expect to stay in touch. 

TES members served neighboring senior  

citizens a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. 



 

Dec. 9-10 - Student visitation 

Dec. 10 - HSTC open house, 

4:15-6:30 

Dec. 21 - Jan 1 - Winter 

break. 

Jan. 4 - Schools reopen follow-

ing winter break. 

Jan. 15 - Tech Centers applica-

tion deadline 

Jan. 18 - MLK holiday 

Jan. 26-29 - Exam week/HS 

early dismissal 

Jan. 29 -  Student holiday 
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 Upcoming events 

     CTE students have an advantage 
 

Career and Technical center students are already a step 

ahead of the average high school graduate. They have elected 

to spend one to two years (three or six credit hours) learning 

skills that can lead to further education or employment in an 

in-demand, high-paying field. 
     As well as specialized skills, students also need to have a 

handle on the basics — an ability to put together a profession-

al resume, knowing how to answer questions in an interview, 

dressing for success, and how to behave in the workplace. 
     While some students have put together resumes in their 

high school business or English classes, a number have not 

been exposed to much in the way of employment prep. Fast –

food, or retail jobs generally do not require a lot of prepara-

tion. HSTC has designated Mondays as “professional dress 

day,” and a number of students have participated. Teachers 

also emphasize work-place readiness as part of their curricu-

lum. As a library associate, I have helped students write re-

sumes, both for youth competitions and for job seeking. I also 

plan mock interviews for classes, to allow students to practice 

for the “real thing.” Also important -- knowing how to con-

duct yourself in the workplace when you get the job.  Work-

place ethics cover a broad spectrum, from being punctual to 

not making personal calls.  What may be acceptable behavior 

in high school may not be acceptable at work. 
     Internships and job shadowing can be key for employment 

in a chosen field. Many classes at HSTC have taken advantage 

of a designated job shadowing day to put their students out in 

the field. Students have obtained invaluable information and 

contacts through this experience, and others have landed 

positions with the participating companies. Should students go 

on to further their education, college internships are vital in 

finding a job in one’s chosen field. — J.B. 

      

Mrs. Hallcom opens the TES 

Coffeehouse to rave reviews! 

Tech Ethics Society  
students really do know 

how to give… 
Posted on October 25, 2015 by dnhallcom* 

On Saturday, 

October 24, 

2015, about 25 

students who 

attend Highland 

Springs Tech-

nical Center 

and are mem-

bers of the 

Tech Ethics 

Society, came to Brown’s Island to give their time 

for the Walk to Defeat ALS. (Richmond walk) It was 

so encouraging to see them all up so bright and ear-

ly and sticking together to not only earn community 

service points, but to give from their hearts...There 

were more than 1,000 walkers, and some had to be 

pushed in wheelchairs, but they made it. So proud of 

our students for paying it forward. 
 

 
*This post comes from Debby Hallcom’s blog. Mrs. Hall-

com teaches Computer Systems Technology at HSTC, 

and is the advisor for the Tech Ethics Society. She recent-

ly joined students on Brown’s Island to volunteer. Read 

more about HSTC at:  

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/dnhallcom/ 



 

The mission of Highland Springs Technical Center is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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      Highland Springs Technical Center Mission Statement: 

Rayvon Owen, American Idol finalist, and graduate of Henrico High School’s Per-

forming Arts Center, was interviewed by Radio Broadcasting & Journalism students 

November 6th, about his upcoming concert to benefit the specialty center. Career 

plans include acting (commercials at the moment), another album, and a hope of 

appearing on Broadway. 


