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 School theme 
     The Ace Center @HS theme for 

the 2016-2017 school year will be: 

“Where theory meets practice.” The 

theme was chosen by teacher vote. 

 
Pharmacy Technician state 

board results - Ms. Sheila Lang-

ford’s class of 2015-2016 had a 100% 
passing rate on the Pharmacy Techni-

cian state board test.  38 students 

took the test. Ms. Langford retired in 

July 2016. The new instructor is Ms. 

Audrey Crenshaw Valentine.  

 First day of  school, Sept. 6, 2016 

 New front-office secretary 
 The ACE Center at Highland Springs 

welcomes a new front-office secretary, 

Mrs. Jennifer Payne. Mrs. Payne was 

most recently in the same position at 

the ACE Center at Hermitage. She lives 

in Mechanicsville with her husband and 

two sons. Older son, Cole is a fresh-

man at Old Dominion University in 

Norfolk, and  Clayton is a junior at 

Hanover High. Mrs. Payne is the niece of Mrs. Joan 

Wright, who was the first front-office secretary at the 

ACE Center at Highland Springs  when it opened in 1972. 

Christy Flower, who held the position for three years, has 

accepted a position in the HCPS central office. 



By  
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     The ACE Center at Highland 

Springs welcomes six new instructors 

for the 2016-

2017 school year: 
Mr. Jason Bi-

niasz will teach 

electricity, along-
side Mr. Kent 

Harrison. Mr. 

Biniasz most 

recently served 

as a facilities coordinator for T-Mobile, 

and has worked as an electrician on 

projects at Richmond International 

Airport, DuPont, the Redskins training 

facility and William 

and Mary’s Tucker 

Hall. He has ten 

years of experience 

as a journeyman 

electrician. 
Ms.  Audre y 

Crenshaw Valen-

tine replaces  Ms. 

Langford as Phar-

macy Technician 

teacher. Ms. Crenshaw Valentine has a 

Bachelor’s degree in economics, an 

MBA, a Post-Master’s certificate in 

College Teaching and is currently pur-

suing her Ph.D. in Education. She has 

taught and directed the Pharmacy 

Technology program at a career col-

lege and has prepared students for the 

state exam. 
Mr. Morgan Enroughty will join  

Mr. Curtis Johnson in Computer Sys-

BEFORE... 

tems Technology. He 

is a former CST stu-

dent and 2003 gradu-

ate. Mr. Enroughty 

has worked  for 

HCPS for 13 years, 

most recently as a 

TST III. He has 

trained other TSTs, executed project 

implementations and provided support 

at the secondary 

level. 
Mr. Travis Payne 

takes Mr. Greg Har-

ris’ place as Auto-

motive Technology 

instructor. Mr. 

Payne was an Auto-

motive Technology 

student at the ACE 

Center from 2007-2009. During his 

tenure, he was a state winner in 

SkillsUSA, and placed nationally in Auto-

motive Maintenance competition. Mr. 

Payne comes to the 

ACE Center from 

Crossroads Chrys-

ler Jeep Dodge, 

where he has 

worked since 2010. 
Mr. Arnette Per-

son has accepted 

the position of Ma-

sonry teacher. Mr. 

Person has 20+ years of experience in 
the masonry field,  and comes from a 

family of masons. (See staff, page 3.) 

Ready to launch pumpkins! 

(story, page 1.) 

 
FAFSA info — Mrs. Loretta Kitchen, 

GRASP adviser, will be available to see 

ACE Center students on Mondays in the 

ACE Center library. Students can make an 

appointment in the ACE Center office to 

see Mrs. Kitchen. Students can receive help 

filling out the FAFSA,, for free government 

financial aid, and learn about the GRASP 

scholarship. 

Mrs. Kitchen 

     Congratulations to the 

Computer Systems Technol-

ogy advisory committee for 

winning a Creating Excel-

lence award. The advisory 

committee  is composed of 

business and educational 

partners who work with our 

CST teachers and students. 

Mrs. Debby Hallcom, one of  

the ACE Center’s CST 

teachers, accepted the 

award, given by State Super-

intendent, Dr. Steve Staples, 

on behalf of the ACE Cen-

ter. 

CST wins Creating  

Excellence Award 

New teachers for 2016-2017 school year  

Mr. Biniasz 

Ms. Valentine 

Mr. Enroughty 

Mr. Payne 

Mr. Person 

                  

 Language tip: 

Impact and parent are not verbs, 

no matter how often they are 
used that way. They are nouns, 

and you should say “It had an 
impact on me,” or “He did a 

great job of being a par-
ent.”  (Also disappeared, as in a 

protestor was disappeared by 
the government.) 

Pharmacy Technician students visited Chimborazo 

Park, in Richmond,  former site of a civil war hospital. 



 

Oct 10 - Student holiday/staff 

planning and development. 

Oct 12 -  Pharmacy Tech Advi-

sory Committee meeting, 12 

noon. 

Oct. 21 -  HOSA blood drive, 

all day, in the ACE Center li-

brary. 

Oct 29 - Innsbrook Punkin 

Dunkin, Glen Allen, VA 

Nov. 8 -  Student holiday/

Election day 

Nov. 23-25 - Thanksgiving 

holiday 
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 Upcoming events 

Welcome Back! 
 
My name is B.J. Crowder and I am the Principal at the ACE 

Center @ Highland Springs.  We are so happy to begin our 

2016-2017 school year and have gotten off to a wonderful 

start.  Our students have come in eager, engaged, and hungry 

for knowledge.  Our school theme this year is “Where Theory 

Meets Practice” and we truly believe that what we do is the 
perfect mix of theory and practice.  Our students not only 

learn how to build houses, repair car engines, and build robots; 

we actually do it!   

 
We are thrilled to work with you and your child this year and 

look forward to meeting each and every one of you.  If you 

ever have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me or 

any member of our administrative team.  Thank you for being 

an integral part of our school and see you soon. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. William J. Crowder, Jr. 

Principal 

The ACE  Center at Highland Springs 

 

Mr. Person has extensive experience in the field, including pro-

ject management, estimating, superintendent, mason/bricklayer 

as well as computer-aided drafting skills. He holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in Project Management and Admin-

istration, and is currently pursuing his MBA. 
Dr. Jose Ulises Reveles Ramirez replac-

es Connie Wooldridge as a High Tech 
Academy teacher. Dr. Reveles comes to the 

ACE Center from Virginia Commonwealth 

University, where he was an assistant pro-

fessor in the Physics and Chemistry depart-

ments. Dr. Reveles holds a Ph.D. in Chemi-

cal Sciences from the Center of Research 

and Advanced Studies in Mexico City, Mexi-

co. In addition, he holds a BS in Chemical Engineering from the 

National University of Mexico (UNAM). 

                             

From the principal...  Staff (continued from page 2.) 

     ACE Center classes competed in SkillsUSA com-

petition on September 26, at the state fair of Virgin-

ia, which was held at the Meadow Event Park in 

Caroline County. The following students placed in 

the top three: 

Automotive Technology competition : 
2nd place - (silver medal) Triven Ramashwar and 

Tawan Rice (team) 

 

Fantasy Mannequin competition: 

2nd place -(silver medal)  De’Jha Brown 

 

Carpentry competition: 

2nd place  - (silver medal) Conner Strong 

Andrew “A.J.” Burlew (team) 

Dr. Reveles 

VEX Robotics tournament  - The ACE Center at High-

land Springs VEX Robotics team participated in the champion-

ship tournament on May 7 at the TSA Technosphere (State) 

Competition at the Richmond Convention Center. ACE Center 

team placed sixth overall. The following High Tech Academy 

students are members: Zachary Herring, Mason Oakes, Brennan 

Tyler and Samantha Zhao. Hospitality students participate in an activity in Carytown, 

as part their practical exam in June. 

  Students compete at State fair 

  De’Jha Brown with her mannequin 



 

The mission of The ACE Center @Highland Springs is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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ACE Center Completion —  Took place June 13, 2016, in the 

HSHS Hudson Gymnasium. More than 300 students received 

completion certificates. Graduates included one– and two-year 

program completers. 

      The ACE Center @Highland Springs Mission Statement: 


