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     And books! 
     The Tech Ethics Society will 

help with the Christmas Mother 

Book Drive, sponsored by HCPS 

library services. Students will 

receive credit for bringing in new 

or “gently-used” books for chil-

dren or adults, and encourage 

others to do so. Collection  

boxes will be in the HSTC li-

brary. Central office will pick up 

the books at the same time they 

collect food and other items. 

  Carpentry students 
take first at the fair 

     Two of Mr. Coker’s Car-
pentry II students took first 
place at the State Fair of Vir-
ginia’s Carpentry competition 
in September. The team of 
Will Butler and Zack Morgan 
won the gold medal in the 
SkillsUSA contest. 
 

     The HSTC  Smashing Pump-
kins team enjoyed some 
pumpkin tossing at the Great 
Pumpkin Palooza event, Octo-
ber 26, at Innsbrook. The fall 
festival was  put on as a bene-
fit for the American Cancer 
Society — October is breast 
cancer awareness month. 
High Tech Academy students 
collaborated with Carpentry 
students to design and build a 
trebuchet that could fling 
pumpkins into the lake at 
Innbrook. (photo, page 2.) 

 Recently elected SkillsUSA District officers: (l to r) Tatiana 

Hanks, Vice-president; Shala Davis, Reporter; Chemika Kam-

gaing, Secretary; Mia Turner, Treasurer. All four are HSTC 

Cosmetology I students. 

   Christmas Mother food drive 
     Ms. Langford, Pharmacy Technician teacher, will again 

chair the Henrico Christmas Mother drive. Students and 

staff are encouraged to bring canned goods, as well as items 

such as scarves, gloves, hats, socks, towels and blankets. 

Also welcome are travel-sized toiletries for seniors and 

games and toys. The drive began Nov. 13th and runs 

through December 2. Item must be turned in by Dec. 1. 
     HSTC classes will compete to see who can bring in the 

most food items. 

Great Pumpkin  

Palooza at Innsbrook 

GRASP - Our GRASP Representative, Mrs. Kitchen, is 

at HSTC on Monday afternoons. Sign up in the HSTC 

office for help with financial aid and scholarships. 



     Tech Ethics society mem-

bers held their annual 

Thanksgiving diner  for neigh-

boring senior citizens on 

Nov. 20, in the HSHS cafete-

ria. Club advisors, Mrs. Perry 

and Ms. Williams were on 

hand to help out. Students 

served more than 150 seniors 

turkey, mashed potatoes, 
gravy and other traditional 

fare. Assorted pies were do-

nated. HSTC staff and central 

office personnel also attend-

ed. 

     TES Thanksgiving  
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Language tip: 

Random obser-
vations: 

First come, first 
served.  (not 

serve) 
Tough row to 

hoe, not road. 
Median strip, not 

medium strip. 
By accident not 

on accident. 
Sow a seed, not 

sew. 

Visitation postponed  
     Because so many HCPS high 

schools are administering bench-

mark tests the week of December 8

-11, Highland Springs Tech and Her-

mitage tech will postpone December 

student visitation. December is nor-

mally the time interested sopho-

mores visit the tech centers to 

check out classes they might be 

interested in taking as juniors and 

seniors. 
     Tentative new dates for visitation   

are January 28, 29. and 30th, with an 

open house planned for February 

2nd. The open house is a chance for 

prospective students and their par-

ents to tour the technical centers 

and meet the instructors. 

BEFORE... 

 

 

Word of the month:  
V e r i s i m i l i t u d e  ( n )  - 

the appearance or semblance of truth.  

The play lacked verisimilitude. 

HSTC students testing 
     It seems there are more tests every 

year. While our students take SOL and 

PSAT tests (and others) at their home 

schools, HSTC also has every class sit 

for credential testing.  This is a test that 

can give a student verified credits or 

take the place of certain SOL tests. 
     This year, all CTE students will take a 

workplace readiness test, as well. This 

involves a pre– and post-test, and will be 

given to students in February. Ms. Robin 

Lewis is Credential Testing Coordinator 

for CTE. 
     A big thank-you goes to Mrs. Velma 

Brown, Instructional Assistant, who 

proctors a number of tests for instruc-

tors. Mrs. Brown has proctored tests for 

Automotive  and ECE students.  

Seniors enjoy a Thanksgiving meal, served by mem-

bers of HSTC’s Tech Ethics Society. 

     Mrs. Perry’s Hotel & Catering students will prepare dinner for the HSHS band every Friday during football season. 

Ready to launch pumpkins! 

(story, page 1.) 



 

Dec. 2 - Christmas Mother 

pick-up date. 

Dec. 22 - Jan 2 - Winter 

break. 

Jan. 5 - Schools reopen fol-

lowing winter break. 

Jan. 19 - MLK holiday 

Jan. 20-23 - Exam week/HS 

early dismissal 

Jan. 26 -  Student holiday/

Quarter close-out. 

Jan 28,29,30 - Student visita-

tion. 
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 Upcoming events 

     For more than a decade, I have had the opportunity to 

prepare my Computer Systems Technolo-

gy students to go out into the world of 

work with industry-standard IT certifica-

tions, hands-on computer skills, college 

credits and the knowledge to make good 

career choices. My co-teacher and I have 

CST graduates who are in college prepar-

ing to be IT professionals, meteorologists, 

technology teachers, network technicians 

         Debby          and directors. We also have students  

       Hallcom        working in IT-related  positions at Apex 
Technologies, Dominion Power Resources of Virginia, G.E. 

Securities, Genworth Financial, Henrico County Public 

Schools and the World Bank. 
     In Career and Technical education, we model and teach 

various trades through task competency ratings and work-

place readiness assessments. Students gain hands-on practical 

experience and applications that help them improve their 

study skills, and allow them to be successful in their field of 

interest.  But in Computer Systems Technology, we take it a 

step further.  We feel it’s also important to encourage stu-

dents to develop good character and help them document 

experiences that will follow them the rest of their lives. That’s 

why we give all our students lessons on:  How to write a re-

sume, cover letter and follow-up letters;  how to present 

themselves via mock interviews; how to dress professionally. 

We also teach them how to hunt for a job, negotiate salaries 

and network.  Another highlight is the opportunity to student 

shadow professionals in the IT field. During their job-

shadowing experience, students interview a professional and 

create presentations to share with their classmates. Year after 

year, we see students leave with on-the-job training and having 

worked as interns. These experiences can lead to job offers and 

successful careers. 
     We would be unable to accomplish all this without the di-

rect support of  our school librarian, Jan Budryk, local com- 
panies that send only their best, and volunteers through Junior 

Ach ievement  of  Centra l  V irg in ia .   ( h t tps : / /

www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-centralva.)  JA has been so 

good to us, and continues to send top-notch professionals who 

work right here in Richmond and the Tri-cities.  Just last week 

we had two volunteers teach a program in our class called 

“Empowered through Ethics.” These speakers came from Do-

minion Resources and Dupont.  Ms. Chris George, owner of 

Small Wonders, a company that plans children’s parties,  

(http://smallwondersevents.com/Home_Page.php) is now volun-

teering in our class for a seven-week session on entrepreneur-

ship. Chris also volunteered to be an interviewer during our 

mock interviews, and read and edited all of our students re-

sumes,  making them look and sound more professional. With 

resources like these, we know our students will succeed! 

Career readiness: 

Juniors achieve through   

Junior Achievement 

A CST student faces the panel. 

Bob “Chop-Chop” Withrow taught 

HSTC students self-defense in October. 

CST students wait to be interviewed. 

https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-centralva
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-centralva
http://smallwondersevents.com/Home_Page.php


 

The mission of Highland Springs Technical Center is to provide a rigor-

ous and specialized program choice for the students of Henrico County. 

The academic and technical focus of these courses facilitates a seamless 

transition from secondary to post-secondary education and the world of 

work. The programs also seek to prepare students to be contributors to a 

competitive workforce, which is needed in the 21st century. 

                                                       * * * 
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HSTC classes —  It’s hard to believe it’s already December! Stu-

dents have been working  hard in their tech center classes. 

Here’s a sampling of what’s going on. 

      Highland Springs Technical Center Mission Statement: 


