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     Cosmetology held an open house 

on December 14, from one to six 

p.m. Students posted flyers offering 

services such as manicures, pedicures, 

haircuts and hair styling.  
     Members of the public were able 

to receive these student services at a 
discount. Cosmetology instructors 

and advisory council members were 

available to give help and advice. Advi-

sory council members also presented 

a student scholarship. 

     Four teachers will be leaving 
HSTC at the end of this school 
year.   
     As previously mentioned, Mrs. 
Connie Wooldridge plans to be 
a stay-at-home mom, while fo-
cusing on her line of natural, 
handmade beauty products, 
including soap, lotion, bath 
fizzies, bubble bars and lip balm.   
     Ms. Sheila Langford, Pharma-
cy Technician instructor, is retir-
ing after 13 years. Ms. Langford 
started the program at HSTC. 
She plans to take a cruise her 
first week off, relax until Septem-
ber, and then look for part-time 
work. 
     Mrs. Debby Hallcom, Com-
puter Systems Technology, has 
been with Henrico County 
Schools for 28 years, and has 
taught at HSTC for 12. She plans 
to spend time with family, travel 
and write.  
     Also retiring  is  Mr. Glenn 
Edwards, Masonry instructor. 
Mr. Edwards has taught at  HSTC 
for 18 years. He is retiring for 
health reasons. He hopes to do 
some traveling and spend time 
with family. 

 Cosmetology II students were interviewed by salon owners and  

Cosmetology advisory board members on January 11. Students 

were graded on resumes, professional appearance, and an-

swers to interview questions. 

  New IA for Springer pre-school 
     Ms. Karen Hines will join 

the staff at HSTC as an in-

structional assistant at Spring-

er Pre-school Academy. She 

worked for the last 16 years 

at Fairfield E.S. as an instruc-

tional assistant.  
     Ms. Hines is also certified 

as a Pharmacy Technician, and  

 HSTC staff changes 

Cosmetology open house 

A student provides a manicure during Cos-

metology’s open house in December. 

and has worked at Kroger 

Pharmacy for the past 20+ 

years in both full-time and 

part-time positions. 



Language tip: 

If you are de-
scribing some-

one who re-
spects authority 

and treats oth-
ers politely, that 

person is de-
scribed as re-

spectful, not re-
spectable. They 

are defined dif-
ferently. 

Counselor’s corner 
     Ms. Harris, HSTC counselor 

arranged for a number of career 

presenters in 2015. They were: 
Timone Browne - motivational 

speaker; 
Michael Herring - City of Richmond 

Commonwealth’s Attorney; 

Chantal Ghoussoub - ITT presenter; 
Sgt. Scott Thomson - Air Force re-

cruiter; 
Sgt. Courtney Drayton - Army re-

cruiter; 
Bobby Carroll -- Hampton Universi-

ty recruiting rep; 
Lorraine Santalucia — Scholarship 

Sharing. 
Upcoming presenter: Christine Jo-

seph - J.Sargeant Reynolds C.C. 

BEFORE... 

 

 Martin Luther King holiday 
Teachers and students were off for the 

celebration of The Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr.’s birthday, January 18. 

 WPR testers do well 
      Students at HSTC who scored in a 

certain range, were able to re-take their 

workplace readiness post-test. Ms. Jeri 

Baskerville, Associate Principal  took the 

lead in reviewing/remediating.  
     HSTC had a goal of an 80% pass rate 

for testing. Students surpassed the tar-
geted pass rate by almost 4 points. 192 

students received  their certification.  

  

 
NEWSWORTHY - On January 15, 

reporter Mark Holmberg from Channel 

6 news came out to interview HSTC 

students and staff at the HCPS house 

currently under construction. A two-

minute clip ran on the 11’o’clock news 

that evening. (See back page for the 

complete post.) 

 Carpentry students work on the current Henrico County Technical Education Foundation 

house in eastern Henrico. 

 (l to r) Carpentry students put together new library furniture; new chairs are padded; Dr. Crowder and Mrs. 

Booker check out the new tables and chairs.  
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Feb. 1 -  Student holiday 

Feb. 13 - SkillsUSA District II 

competition @AVR 

Feb. 15 - Student holiday 

Feb. 25 - National Technical 

Honor Society Induction cere-

mony, 6:30 p.m. in HSHS audi-

torium. 

March 2 - Student 1/2 day 

March 11-14 - HOSA state 

competition, Williamsburg, VA 
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  Upcoming events 

     Mr. Arnette Person, Jr. has accepted the position of ma-

sonry teacher for the 2016-2017 school year. Mr. Person has 

been in the masonry field for more than 20 years and is from 

a family of masons. Their employment in the masonry field 

goes back more than 100 years. Mr. Person has held many 

positions in the field, including project manager, estimator, 

superintendent and mason/bricklayer. He also has experience 

with computer-aided drafting. 
     Mr. Person holds a bachelor’s degree in project manage-

ment and administration, and is currently pursuing his master’s 

in business administration. Mr. Person has had a great deal of 

experience working with high-school-aged children on the 

jobsite, and at his church. He will take up his duties in July.     

New masonry teacher for 2016-2017  

Tech Ethics Advisors Mrs. Hallcom and Mrs. 

Perry (l to r) direct a TES meeting in the library 

March 12 - South Central TSA 

Regional Fair (regional competi-

tion) @Henrico H,S. 

March 28 - April 1 - Spring 

break 

April 20 - Student 1/2 day 

  Students tour HSTC/HTC classes 
     Sophomores from all nine Henrico County high schools 

toured Highland Springs Tech and Hermitage Tech over 

the course of two days. Students visited January 6th and 

7th. For the most part, these students were rising juniors, 

who had seen a video about  technical center offerings, and 

elected to get permission to visit one or both centers. 
     Students who plan to complete a two-year program, 
begin as juniors in the first year, and complete the program 

as seniors. Some programs require only one year to com-

plete and students can sign up for these classes as juniors 

or seniors. Prospective students signed up to visit two 

programs at HSTC. Each was assigned a first and second 

choice. Students then toured the classes and met instruc-

tors.  
     Ms. Paula Harris, HSTC counseling director, organized 

and directed visiting students. Applications were available 

for those who wanted to sign up “on the spot.” 
     Also available for prospective students and their parents 

was the opportunity to tour the tech centers during an 

open house on January 7th.  

     HSTC student ambassadors donated socks to Sandston 

Elementary  School, and box tops to Donahoe Elementary 

School. Student ambassadors work with Ms. Harris, school 

counselor, and represent HSTC  and their tech program at 

career fairs. 
     National Technical Honor Society students donated 

diapers to the Capital Diaper Bank. This was under the 
direction of Ms. Harris, organization sponsor, and was the 

first community service project for the group. 

  Student groups give back 

Vocabulary - Acquisition (n) the act of acquiring 

or gaining possession 

     A snowstorm that began mid-day on Friday, January 22, 

dumped 12-16 inches on the Richmond area, depending on 

where you were. Henrico County cancelled school on Fri-

day, and the snow fell all day on Saturday, before stopping 

Sunday. HCPS students missed the following Monday, Tues-

day and Wednesday, and had a two-hour delay Thursday. 

Written exams were cancelled. 

 

                                       *  *  * 

 
New Pharmacy Technician teacher - Audrey Cren-

shaw-Valentine has accepted the position as Pharmacy Tech 

Teacher for the 2016-2017 school year.  Ms. Crenshaw-

Valentine holds a bachelor’s degree in economics, a master’s 

of business administration, a post-master’s certificate in col-

lege teaching, and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in business 

management.  In addition, Ms. Crenshaw-Valentine has more 

than 10 years of experience in the pharmacy field.  She has 

taught and directed the Pharmacy Technology program at a 

career college and has prepared students for the state ex-

am.  In addition, Ms. Crenshaw-Valentine is registered in the 

state of Virginia as well as being a nationally-certified pharma-

cy technician.   

 Snowstorm is 11th biggest in Richmond 
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      Highland Springs Technical Center Mission Statement: 

HENRICO COUNTY, Va — Imagine you and your fellow high school students designing and building 

a house from the ground up. 
     Henrico County students in the career and technical education program are about halfway 

through building one in the eastern part of the county. 
     While school systems across the county are turning back to vocational and career education as 

opposed to pushing all students to college, Henrico County never turned away. 
     This is the seventeenth house students have built since the program’s inception in 1987, said Philip 

Parker, vice president of the Henrico County Technical Education Foundation. 
     “What we’re trying to do is open the eyes of  our young students because they’re hands-on learn-

ers, they’re tactile learners,” Parker said. “We want them to understand what they do is real. The get 

the chance to come here and build a house.” 

The students do all the work, closely supervised by their instructors and other professionals. 
     “I feel like it has a team aspect just like football,” said Highland Springs student Lee Dilworth, who 

plays defensive end on the Springers football team. “Everybody’s working to reach a common goal - 

to finish the house.” 
     Masonry instructor Glenn Edwards says it’s also a team effort on the part of the school system 

and the volunteer-driven foundation that makes it happen year after year. 
     “It’s architects, contractors, real estate agents, all volunteering their time to help these students 

out,” Edwards said. “They supply us with the materials and the land and they sell the house when it’s 

done. And all the profit goes right back into the next project for the students. So this is their outdoor 

classroom.” 
     Hanging out with these teens Friday, watching them work, I was really impressed with their ma-

turity, focus, hustle and willingness to listen and follow instruction. 
     Masonry instructor Glenn Edwards: “I have these students for two years. I get kids but I graduate 

adults. “ 
     Brad Beazley, career specialist with the county’s CTE program, said they also work with the stu-

dents on resumes, preparing them for job interviews, how to be ready and focused to work - 

“workplace readiness skills...to get on the job and stay on the job - get hired and stay hired.” 
     Not only do the students learn valuable and marketable skills, he said, they have the satisfaction of 

seeing their hard work take shape in the form of a finished house. 

     Later he said, “They’ll be able to ride by with their children and say, ‘I helped build that house.’” 

     These days, a skilled tradesperson can make as much or more than a college graduate. 
     “We believe the our students need to be college and career ready so they have the choice,” 

Beazley said. 
     For years I have been lamenting the decline in vocational education. Not every student is college 

material, and to set that expensive expectation rather than offer a marketable choice has been de-

structive. It has also required skilled workers and rugged laborers to immigrate (or sneak into) our 

country to build and maintain our roads, homes, bridges, factories and everything else that requires 

hands-on work. 
     For generations, having a trade - working with your hands - was honorable, and I don’t understand 

how we got away from that. 
     I was fortunate to become a bricklayer early on, and it has been a blessing to me my entire life. 

Even if you only use trade as a back-up, it will help keep  you emotionally, physically and financially 

healthy. 

     Kudos to Henrico County for their innovative program. May it spread across the land. 
     Make sure you check out the video to see the houses that have been built and watch the students 

in action. 

     And remember: a working man is a happy man. 

HOLMBERG: Henrico students build houses and character from the 

ground up 
Posted 11:22 p.m., January 15, 2016, by Mark Holmberg 


